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Abstract

The present study was conducted in Basrah province during the
growing season of 2011 to find out the appropriate time of bunch
thinning and the level of poultry manures on the growth and development
of Al Sayer date palm cultivar and some physical, chemical and yield
characteristics. The results of the current study explained that the fruits of
date palm Al Sayer cultivar were responded as an individual sigmoid
curve for all of the following features: the length; the diameter; the size
and the weight of the fruit. The results showed that the thinning time of
three weeks of pollination and the level of manure of 25 kg/ tree
increased the above-mentioned characteristics significantly compared
with control treatment (without thinning and manures). Also, the
interaction between the thinning time of three weeks of pollination and
the level of manure of 25 kg/ tree was effective on the physical, chemical
and the yield features of date palm cv. Al Sayer , as well as the content of
NPK in the leaves and the fruits of date palm , as well as the total soluble
solids (TSS), total and reducing sugars, the dry matters, the total proteins
and the macronutrients in contrast with the control treatment ; the
thinning time of six week of pollination and the manure level of 15
kg/tree and their interaction. however, the water content and the total
acidity of the fruits were negatively effected. Finally, the thinning time
had a negative effect on the yield of Al Sayer cultivar in terms of bunch
weight and the total yield of each tree, while the manure level treatments
had a promoting effect on the yield of the date palm trees.
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