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Abstract

This study is concerned with metadiscourse , or discourse
reflexivity as a fundamental property of human language by which the
writers project themselves into their discourse to signal their
understandings of their material and their audience.

This study explores how advanced second language writers
employ metadiscourse in two different disciplines ; biology and
linguistics in a corpus of 30 master theses written by Iragi MA
students with an emphasis on three challenging parts: the
introduction, results & discussion, and conclusions.



The study aims at a more theoretical level, to make a contribution
to writing of MA theses by integrating genre analysis and
metadiscourse analysis within a single framework . Such a
framework provides a new insight into the resources available to the
writers to organize their texts and to engage with the readers and the
content of their written product . At an applicable level, it makes
findings available for pedagogical applications.

Reliability is ensured by using two types of tests:T-test and ANOVA
test. Depending on the statistical results, we can say that
metadiscourse is an effective academic phenomenon that the writers
employ to present themselves, their positions and their readers .It
has also been shown that there are significant differences in using
some metadiscoursal markers between the two disciplines .

This thesis falls into five chapters . Chapter one presents the
introductory point. Chapter two and three present the theoretical
framework in which the concepts of the relevant literature in the
domain of discourse are discussed and the definitions,
classifications, functions are traced .Chapter four falls into two parts :
the first presents the practical side of this study in which some
selected samples of MA theses in the two disciplines are analyzed,
whereas the second displays the statistical analysis of results with a
disscusion of these results . Chapter five is the concluding part of the
study that offers the conclusions ,implications and recommendations.



