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Abstract

This thesis is an investigation of certain syntactic properties of
English sentences containing existential there and their Arabic
counterparts containing existential thammata.The study has been
extended to deal with the genesis of thammata- existential. This work
is conducted within the framework of Chomsky's Minimalist Program
Feature Checking theory. The study falls into six chapters. Chapter
one presents some introductory remarks about the term ' existential —
construction' (EC), hypotheses, aims, scope and significance of this
study.It exposes the main assumptions of the MP and Feature
Checking theory. A mention has been made to the sources of data
appeared in the Arabic glosses. Chapter two is concerned with the
investigation of the EC in English. It pinpoints the basic properties of
there-construction and surveys the approaches of there-insertion.
The chapter investigates the different phases of Chomsky's treatment
of existential -there.An analysis is advanced to account for the Case
and agreement properties of there-construction .Chapter three is
devoted to the Arabic EC. The chapter works out a detailed account
of thammata-construction from a syntactic perspective. Chapter four
presents a contrastive analysis of EC in English and Arabic. Chapter
five summaries the main findings.



