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Abstract

The present study is concerned with the analysis of E. M. Forster’s
A Passage to India. The investigation is built upon van Dijk’s
linguistic model of ideology. The model is applied to some Indian vs.
English characters, seven in number, seeing how the two groups
think and feel towards each other.

The ideological analysis of the characters’ speech in the three parts
of the novel in question shows the type of relationship between the
colonizer and the colonized. This relationship is investigated at
certain levels of van Dijk’s model. First, how the group members refer
to the ‘other’ and themselves is carried out through their use of ‘WE’
vs. THEY’ and their variants. Then, the analysis is done at the verb
processes level and selected participants in which the characters’
actions, thinking and behaviour are described. The thematic level,
which is the next aspect of analysis, contributes to the character’s
ways of topicalization and points of emphasis. The study also
includes two other elements of analysis; generalization and evidence
in which the characters generalize about a particular point of
discussion and provide evidence to support their opinions and
feelings

The work, accordingly, shows how the linguistic aspect of the novel
can be helpful in disclosing the character’s ideologies in certain
circumstances.



