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Title of Thesis

Lexicalisation Patterns of Motion Verbs in English and Arabic: A Cognitive Linguistic
Study of Space and Motion in Language

Abstract of Thesis

The Motion event and space are two central phenomena in cognitive linguistics because they are
primary in human experience and cognition. However, it is a well established fact that languages differ in their
linguistic expression of Motion. The Motion event is subject to human spatial thinking and to crosslinguistic
variations. In addition, the construction of a basic Motion event has a mental schema in the human mind, i.e. it
provides a cognitive framework to the meaning of abstract domains, and it is lexicalised in all the world's
languages. Space is a complex linguistic domain based on the interaction between language and cognition. In
the previous approaches to linguistics, space is treated as the physical location of an entity (e.g. X locates to Z),
but, in CL, space is considered a mental representation; that is, in addition to being physical, space always
presents round and inside humans. This thesis falls into five chapters. Chapter One is an introduction that deals
with the main motivation of the study, its aims , organisation, and procedures. Chapter Two studies the place of
the Motion event in Cognitive Grammar. Chapter Three is devoted to presenting theoretical background of space
and Motion in language as wells the cognitive approaches to the Motion verbs and the Motion event. Chapter
Four looks into the application of Talmy's (2000b) Lexicalisation Patterns to the Motion verbs and the Motion
event in English and Arabic. And finally Chapter Five summarises the conclusions the researcher arrives at, and
suggestions for further studies.







