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Absract of Thesis

This research studies modernism of Abu Tammam on the basis of the theory of classical Arabic criticism which consisted of rules and
conditions put by the Arab critics and applied by the poets to make their poetry eloquent and solid with clear and vivid meanings. But Abu Tammam
was keen to deviate from all these rules and principles in his poetry. Al-Amidi considered him as a rebel against the common foot of poetry because
he played on words in his poems and became fond of rhetorics and figures of speech which he used extremely. Consequently,his poetry was
corrupted by the heavy use of antithesis and paronomasia. Thus, he became the target of a strong movement of criticism that represented the
conflict between the old and the new. Classical Arabic poetry was a summary of the experiences of the old poets . It directly expressed the social,
cultural and intellectual aspects of their life . It was characterized by features of clarity of expression, agility and simplicity of language because it
was natural and not superfacial. That was the case in the Arab poetry during the pre-Islamic time, beginning of Islam and the Ummaid era in addition
to the majority of the poetry of the Abbasid era during which the way of living of the Arabs changed from nomadism to urbanism. Thus, there
appeared a type of new Arab poets who had special knowledge and high education like Bashar Bin Burd, Muslim Bin Al-waleed and the most
prominent of them was Abu Tammam. Modernism of Abu Tammam went far beyond the familiar in his illogical and unreasonable similies and

metaphors. There was no appropriateness in his metaphor and no approximation in his similies. Besides, he played on words and used too much




antithsis and paronomasia. He was good in some of them but not so in the others. That caused the Arab critics to attack him and refused his poetry
which they said it deviated from the common foot of the Arabic poetry that was defined by Al-Marzooqi to have seven categories. Many studies of

criticism were conducted about Abu Tammam and his poetic school.




