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Title of Thesis

Pragmatic Study of Politeness Superstrategy in Facebook Comments: A Case Study of the "Atheist
Republic" Group from Leech's Perspective.

Abstract of Thesis

The last few years witnessed many social transformations in the social media, especially
Facebook . Atheists use Facebook for the promotion of atheism to reach many people
online. By doing so, they use different strategies of discourse to convince others. In 2014,
Geoffrey Leech introduced his integrated theory of linguistic Superstrategy of politeness
that includes ten maxims and two linguistic properties: Conversational Irony and banter.
Leech's model of 2014 is used to analyze the samples of the group under study that are
tested against the maxims so as to see the flouting of the maxims or their observation
.That way reflects the atheists' choice of linguistic strategies. The most important
conclusions are: the applicability of Leech(2014) on Facebook comments, Banter and Irony
exploit and are part of the maxims, and a complete flout in the sixth maxim of obligation.




