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Abstract of Thesis:

Recently, the appearance of ‘the Islamic state of Iraq and Syria’ (ISIS) across Syria and Iraq poses a threat to world peace in
general and the security of the region in the private. This rapid expansion has come as a result to its global influence. This is
represented in its ability to attract large numbers of volunteers, from almost all around the world. Since June 2014 when Abu
Bakr Al-Baghdadi, leader of ISIS, ceremoniously declared the formation of the Caliphate and himself as the self-proclaimed
Caliph, the international media has reported on this group that become the talk of media, especially American media. This
interest has motivated and drawn the attention of the researcher to study and analyze the image of ISIS in American newspapers

to show how they represent this organization linguistically through utilizing critical discourse analysis.

This study deals with media representations to investigate how ISIS is represented in the articles of The Washington Post (WP)
and the New York Times (NYT). By employing quantitative research method which includes statistical data, this study looks
into 20 articles that are selected from both selected newspapers. Analyzing these news articles will be done using van
Leeuwen’s (2008) Social Actor Approach to discover the representation of ISIS and investigate how it is realized linguistically
by uncovering possible underlying ideologies. The analysis shows that the WP and NYT have represented ISIS similarly with
the same linguistic strategies. They depict ISIS as active dynamic social actor. Additionally, ISIS is portrayed as powerful

social actor, and therefore, as the negative-other representation.




