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Abstract

In the seventies of the previous century, linguistics of discourse emerged in reaction to
Ferdinand de Saussure’s linguistic theories, especially his dichotomies, which studied the internal
core of language and neglected “speaking,” i.e. the use of language. De Saussure considered
“speaking” as an outsider from the domain of language and this is why he was considered as the
father of formalism. Then, linguists shifted their attention to studying the practical facet of ordinary
language; i.e. language used in social, historical, cultural, ceremonial, and doctrinal contexts.
Accordingly, pragmatics appeared in the second half of the twentieth century.

Pragmatics is a philosophical theory that focuses on the principle of use, advantage, and
materialism. Though it was theorized by philosophers of different orientations, it is established due to
the theories of the philosopher Charles Sanders Peirce and the additions of Charles Morris. However,
it becomes clearer in the studies of ordinary language philosophers who are labeled as the
Philosophers of Oxford; a group of philosophers who were influenced by Ludwig Josef Johann
Wittgenstein’s Analytic Philosophy.







