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MEASURING CRITICAL THINKING AMONG MENTALLY HIGH ACHIEVING PREPARATORY -
LEVEL STUDENT AND THEIR ORDINARY PEERS IN BASRAH

The theoretical and practical importance of this study becomes clearer though its objectives :First: Identifying critical thinking in
superior students according to the variable of gender (Male / Female ) Second: Identifying critical thinking in ordinary students
according to the variable of gender (Male Vs.Female ) . Third: Variances in Critical Thinking concerning male students according to the
variable of advancement (Superior Vs. Ordinary).. Fourth: Variances in Critical Thinking concerning female students according to the
variable of advancement (Superior Vs. Ordinary). The limitation of the study covers advanced schools of superior male and female
students and their peers in ordinary schools in the center of Basra. The study sample consisted of 400 male and female students of the 4"
and 5" scientific preparatory classes, distributed among 5 schools; 2 advanced schools and 3 schools of ordinary students, chosen
randomly. As for the research tool, the researcher adopted California Test of Critical Thinking skills, Form 2000, prepared by Sadiq
Abdul-Noor Aziz. The current study is based on two kinds of truths; apparent truth and structural truth. It also involves showing the
relation of the item’s degree to the total degree of the test, the connection of the items to the skills the belong to, concluding the items’
difficulty factor, the items’ discriminatory power, then to conclude stability in two methods, the testing method and the re-testing
method, with using Keodr Richardson formula No. 20 . After finishing these steps, the final application was conducted on the study
sample. By using a number of statistical treatments, the aims of the study were fulfilled. Among those treatments are Pearson correlation
One of the most results concluded by the researcher is the coefficient and the (T) test for one sample and two independent samples.
superiority of male and female students in advanced schools over their ordinary male and female peers in ordinary schools.




