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Abstract of thesis/

This is a descriptive cross-sectional study that was carried out on university
students in Basrah to assess their knowledge and attitude towards family
planning programme and family formation in future. The study involved 1900
students from five colleges of Basrah University which were selected by
multistage sampling procedure. Data were collected using a special
questionnaire form prepared for the purpose of the study. The study showed
that only one quarter (25.3%) of the university students were familiar with the
term of family planning, of them only 0.5% had a good knowledge regarding
the issue of family planning. Majority of students had favorable attitude
towards family planning (71.7%).61.7% of students believed that religion is
not against family planning programme. Majority of students stated that the
suitable age for marriage was between 20-24 years for man and woman. The
mean ideal age at marriage was 25.7 £ 2.9 years for man and 21.8 + 2.7 years
for woman. The mean ideal number of children preferred by the students in
future was 3.3 &+ 1.1 children and the mean ideal spacing between pregnancies
that preferred by students was 2.8 & 1.1 years.
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