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Abstract

The study was conducted to investigate coccidiosis in sheep in Thi-Qar province as well as
to evaluate the effects of age and climate on the prevalence of disease, during a period
extended from July 2010 to the end of June 2011, that by taking fecal samples from 1200 head
of sheep from different sites of (North , West , South , East and Center). The results revealed
that 926 (77.16%) of the sheep were infected with coccidiosis, which included higher rates in
sheep of less than 6 months old (97.33% ), while it was low (64.02%) in 1-7years old.

The prevalence of coccidiosis during the year was different among the months, the highest
percentage was on December, January, February, March and April (81%, 88%,84%,80%and
80%) respectively . The lowest percent was found in July and August (64%, 69% )respectively.
Further more the clinical signs followed cocidiosis were diarrhea, inappetance, weakness,
rough wool coat, dehydration then emaciation, which mostly evident on less than 6month aged
lambs.The species of Eimeria were identified as E.crandalis (20.51%), E.ahsata (16.41%),
E,ovinoidalis (12.74%), E.parva (11.98%), E.ovina (11.12%), E.intricata (6.04%), E.pallida
(5.98%), E.faurei (5.93%), E.granulosa (5.29%) and E.weybridgensis (4%).The
histopathological examination to investigate intracellular stages of Eimeria was done on 100
infected sheep, which showed the developmental stages of Eimeria species such as
Macrogamont , Microgamont , Undifferentiated gamont and oocyst in the enterocytes, also
associated with gross and histopathological changes like edema ,increased mucous secretion,
haemorrhage and few cases showed thickness of intestinal mucosa , more over their was
damaged epithelial cells of ileum , jejunum and cecum as well as evidence of inflammatory
cell infiltration.
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