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Tital of Thesis

Prevalence of Cryptosporidium infection in risky groups at Basrah governorate

. Cryptosporidiosis, is a coccidian protozoan emerging infection, is a zoonotic disease for a wide range of vertebrate hosts.The present study was conducted between
November 2013 to April 2014 in Basrah governorate and it included three hundred stool samples were collected from human population and two hundred and fifty fecal
samples were collected from two species of domestic animals (calves and sheep). Combination of formalin-ether concentration method with modified acid-fast stain were
used for all specimens. As for the humans being the study included three groups. The first group of (children) are the dormant in the hospital suffering from diarrhea 36
out of 200 (18%), observed highest prevalence of infection occurred in (> 2months-3months) age group was 15 out of 42 (35.71%) while the lowest prevalence of
infection occurred in (> 5months —7months) age group was 2 out of 40 (5%) with statistical difference at (p < 0.05). High percentage of prevalence in the age group(>
2months-3months) could be due to the use of bottle-feeding by mothers. Second group of hospitalized diarrheal patients are the dormant in the hospital suffering from
diarrhea 2 out of 50 (4%) , observed highest prevalence of infection occurred in (18years-29years) age group was 1 out of 12 (8.33%) while the lowest prevalence of
infection occurred in (50 years-60years) age group was 1 out of 13 (7.69%) with no statistical difference at (p > 0.05). Third group of persons that have contact with
animals suffering from diarrhea, observed highest prevalence of infection occurred in (50years-60years) age group was 1 out of 13 (7.69 %) while the lowest prevalence of
infection occurred in (40 years-49years) age group was 1 out of 14 (7.14) with no statistical difference at (p > 0.05). Chronic diseases, receiving corticosteroids,
nosocomial infection and household contacts, were determined as an important factors which have a role in the prevalence of the disease. As for the animals have been

examined two hundred fecal samples of calves aged (7days-18months) selected from different regions in Basrah governorate. Overall,17% of the calves




