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Tital of Thesis

Seroepidemiological study of ovine Q Fever in Basra province

Abstract of Thesis

Summary

The objective of the present study was to detect Coxiella burnetii antibodies among sheep in different regions of Basra
province (including Al-Hartha , Shatt Al-Arab, Abu Al-Khasib, and Al-Zubair). The study was started from Oct. 2014 to
May 2015, ). Indirect ELISA test was used to identify specific antibodies against Coxiella burnetii in sheep.184 local sheep
breeds were randomly selected from different herds .Animals are of different ages and both sexes were used in this study,
including 70 pregnant ewes, 55 non-pregnant ewes, 25 aborted ewes ,14 still births ewes and 20 rams moreover according to
age group animals were divided in to three groups, less than one year ,1-2 years old and more than 2 years old. Disease
animals showed signs of Anorexia, Decrease milk production, Generalized emaciation, Problem of genital tracts and birth,
Conjunctivitis, Mastitis, Abortion in late stage of pregnancy, pneumonia, Increase body temperature, Increase heart rate and
Increase respiratory rate. Results showed, that the percentage of infection detected by indirect ELISA was 41.84% were
sero-positive.According to regions of Basra province a significant (P<0.01) highest infection rate were reported in AL-
Zubair whereas the lowest infection rate reported in Abu Al-Khasib .Moreover, according to animal gender results were also
showed that there were Non-significant difference p >0.05 between groups .According to abortion signs result showed that
there were significant difference( p <0.05 ) of infection were indicated in aborted ewes compere with pregnant animals.On
the other hand significant difference p < 0.05 were seen in Pregnant ewes than in still birth ewes . According to animals ages

results showed that animal of 1-2 years are significantly (p<0.05) highly infected with Q fever compare with other age
group.




