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Tital of Thesis

t CLINICAL ASPECT OF VITAMIN A DEFICIENCY IN LOCAL SHEEP IN BASRA

Abstract of Thesis

Summary
The present study was carried out to evaluate the levels of vitamin A and B- carotene in sheep from different regions in Basra province /south of Iraq by used ELISA kit.
Samples of serum were collected from (90) heads of sheep, in different ages and sexes .
According to the results, the first group 9(10%) was clinically healthy, revealed the highest levels of vitamin A and B-carotene (4.1£0.3)nmol/I, ( 28.617.2) pg/ml
respectively.
The second group 81(90%) characterized by clinical signs of vitamin A deficiency with significantly lower (p<0.05) levels vitamin A and B- carotene in comparison with the
first group as following (1.4+0.3)nmol/I , (16.03+1.5) pug/ml respectively.
according to the regions, the higher level of vitamin A and B-carotene were recorded in Al-zubair (2.0 + 0.2) nmol/l, (24.6+3.9) pug/ml respectively, while levels of vitamin A
and B-carotene in the remaining regions were ranging between (1.2 £ 0.2-1.5 0 .2)nmol/I , (10.9+3.1-17.3%3.9) ug/ml subsequently .
The examination of 81 deficient animals for vitamin A, the clinical findings were showed from higher to lower frequency as followings: Blindness(23), abortion(22), nervous
signs(21) and diarrhea(15), in addition to the vital signs(temperature of the body, pulse and respiratory rate) which hadn’t been affected by the deficiency of vitamin A nor
B-carotene.
Therefore sheep in Basra suffering from vitamin A deficiency due to reduce green forage, terrible management inaddition sheep had low conversion rate of B-carotene to
vitamin A.







